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Innovative hub 


May 2, 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 
p-m., Haverhill Cam- 
pus, GeneralAdmission 
$12. Student and senior 
$10. Good People - a Top 
Notch Theater Presenta- 
tion 


May 3, 7:30 p.m. to 
9:30 p.m., HaverhillCam- 
pus, Good People - a Top 
Notch Theater Presenta- 
tion 


May 4 and May 5, 4:00 
p-m. to 6:00 p.m., Haver- 
hillCampus, Good Peo- 
ple - a Top Notch Theater 
Presentation 


May 7 to May 13, Cam- 
pus wide. Finals 


May 14, Summer Session 
1 classes begin 


May 16, 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 
p.m., Haverhill Cam- 
pus, Hartleb Technology 
Center (Building TC) 
Networking Night 


May 19, 2:00 p.m. to 3:30 
p-m., Haverhill Cam- 
pus, Hartleb Technology 
Center (Building TC), 
Constantine Finehouse 
Solo Piano Concert. Gen- 
eral Admission is $15.00, 
Students free with stu- 
dent ID. 


LF 


The NECC Knight, Nessex, poses for a picture at the Student Hub Open House on April 24 on the 
second floor of the Student Center on the Haverhill Campus 


By SARAH REGAN-KELLEY 
News Editor 

The student hub buzzed with 
excitement as students and fac- 
ulty made their way into the 
space. The bright windows over- 
head cast down light as people 
found food and activities spread 
throughout the hub. An open 
house took place on the second 
floor of the Student Center on 
April 24 in Haverhill. The open 
house showed students and fac- 
ulty how resourceful the hub is 
and the services it provides. Light 
upbeat music played in the back- 
ground as people explored the 
space. The feeling in the air was 
filled with optimism and positiv- 
ity. 
Each study cube has its own 
computer and small door that 
slides if privacy is desired. These 
can serve as quiet study areas for 
students. Each study cube also 
offers a long desk space and a 
comfortable chair. Printers are 
connected to the computers and 
free printing is offered. In the 


middle of the hub, there is a com- 
mon space. This space consists of 
comfortable chairs and couches 
arranged so conversation is en- 
couraged. There is also a long ta- 
ble in the middle with chairs lined 
around it. There is food located in 
the back for students and facul- 
ty who need refueling. The food 
consists of a PB&J pop-up, ba- 
gels, frozen dinners, and a small 
food closet. A microwave and 
toaster are provided! 

Karen Hruska, the Director of 
Counseling and Psychological 
Services, helped to create and 
promote the space. “The idea is 
that we wanted what we call a 
‘One Stop Center We know a lot 
of the academic classes are in 
the Spurk building. But we can’t 
have everything in there. Because 
we have financial aid, admis- 
sions, the registrar, and advising 
here in the Student Center, the 


New space opens on Haverhill campus 


college decided to pull in some of 
the other student support services 
into this building so hopefully 
students don’t have to bounce 
around too much,” she said. Hav- 
ing all of these services close by 
will help students navigate the 
school better. 

This new hub is unique in its 
own ways. One of the reasons the 
hub was created was because of 
student feedback. “Part of what 
I think makes the hub unique is 
that the focus is really on provid- 
ing supports to students, but also 
offering something they wanted. 
Students told us that they want- 
ed more spaces to study and 
lounge,” Hruska said. The hub 
creates a space where students 
can relax during their busy school 
days. This is especially important 
now during the last couple weeks 
of school. Finals week is quickly 
approaching and this hub will be 


Continued on page 9 


May 3, 6:00 p.m. to 
8:00 p.m., Haverhill 
Campus, Hartleb Tech- 


jnology Center (Build- 


ing TC), 11th Annual 
Peace Poetry Contest 
Reading. 


May 6, campus wide, 
last day of classes 


May. ..11,,.7:00 . p.m. 
to 8:30 p.m., Haverhill 
Campus, David Hartleb 
technology Center, Jazz 
Rock Ensemble Con- 
cert, free to the public 


May Cam- 
pus-wide, spring se- 
mester officially ends 


May 14, 4:00 p.m. 
to 5:00 p.m., Haverhill 
Campus, Spurk (C311), 
American Sign Lan- 
guage Studies Program 
Information Session. 


May 18, 11:00 a.m. 
to 1:30 p.m., Haverhill 
Campus, Annual Grad- 
uation Commencement 


Haverhill Campus 
100 Elliott St., Spurk Build- 
ing, Room 110C 


Lawrence Campus 
45 Franklin St. main 


Call 978.556.3333 from a 
cell phone. Extension 3333 
from any campus phone on 

either campus, 
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Observer Editor-in-Chief bids adieu 


By BRENNAN COONEY 
Editor-in-Chief 


The first article I ever wrote 
was published in the Observer 
on October 18, 2017. 

The shortest of my portfo- 
lio, it nonetheless banished any 
doubt in my mind about my path 
and what I was setting out to ac- 
complish. 

I want to write, and I want to 
publish my work. Now, as time 
crunches in the last weeks of 
spring, and my classes wrap up 
for finals, my turn at the helm of 
this tenured and proud publica- 
tion also draws to a close. 

Working as a correspondent, 
editor, and editor-in-chief have 
been proving grounds of my 
practice, and the end result is a 
portfolio that I am proud of and 
experiences that will stay with 
me for the rest of my life. I have 
found my professional passion 
in opinion and editorial writing, 
which I will no doubt pursue 
wherever I next find myself. To 
explore and attempt to under- 
stand difficult social and political 


questions has been a driving goal 
of mine for a long time, but as I 
have delved into the issues facing 
our culture and the challenges 
that must be overcome, there has 
been a focusing of my explora- 
tions. In research, article and pre- 
sentation I have focused on and 
addressed severe social ills from 
demonized masculinity to fake 
hate crimes that have divided 
American culture and led to the 
downward purity spiral that is 
rooted in a biased and ulteriorly 
motivated mass media. 

As I part from this publica- 
tion, I leave with this message 
for all newsprint, be it digital, 
broadcasted, or old-fashioned 
paper. The Truth is a loyal mis- 
tress, but also unforgiving. For 
the correspondent, editor, and 
publication that adheres as close- 
ly as possible to what is true and 
defensible, and makes amends to 
mistakes and breaches of prac- 
tice, their credibility and repu- 
tations will grow with time. The 
Truth will prove to be their best 
defense against inevitable crit- 
icism. But for the gatekeeping 
mass media, wading in scandals 
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and yellow journalism, their lost 
credibility cannot be regained. 
Once damned in the public eye, 
there is little hope for reclama- 
tion. One need only look to the 
social media presences of the 
old guard firms to see what crop 
they reap on the web. On CNN’s 
Youtube page, the very first video 
presented, as of the date of publi- 
cation, has seven and a half thou- 
sand likes to fourteen thousand 
dislikes. 

But this is not, as these same 
outlets claim, an attack on the 
free press. Rather, I firmly be- 
lieve it to be the end of an era. 
The practice of Journalism being 
confined to a handful of multina- 
tional firms is being swept away 
by a tide of citizen journalists 
unlike the world has ever seen. 
There are a great many bold in- 
dividuals the world over who are 
engaged in journalism at its fin- 
est, on the ground with camera 
in hand. From the Arab Spring, 
to Brexit, to the Berkeley Riots, 
it is private individuals sharing 
their own recorded content to 
the internet that are documenting 
and providing commentary on 


the events that affect themselves 
and others. The press has been 
returned to the free market, and 
publications will once again suc- 
ceed or fail by their merits. As a 
result of this, network television 
channels are suddenly on a level 
playing field with every and any 
other publication. The seemingly 
perpetual downvoting and criti- 
cism are not a concerted effort of 
a single actor or party, but rather 
a grassroots rebellion against in- 
fotainment, stained and sullied 
that it is. 

Even with this industry rev- 
olution underway, the state of 
Journalism can appear quite grim. 
While this may be so, nothing 
brings greater reassurance than 
my work done at the Observer. I 
have had the pleasure and privi- 
lege of working with and reading 
the contributions of many of my 
classmates, both editors and cor- 
respondents. The Observer has 
become a crew of vastly differ- 
ent perspectives, a balanced team 
able to write engaging and perti- 
nent pieces across a wide range 
of topics. This honest and engag- 
ing environment extends beyond 


the newsroom as well. 

Before attending NECC, I 
wondered what state of: free 
speech I would find on campus. 
Would the college’s environ- 
ment be receptive to challeng- 
ing ideas and complex, difficult 
conversations? Two years later, 
I can safely say that NECC has 
proven not only to respect the 
principles of freedom of speech 
and expression, but to hold them 
in high regard. Events like the 
recent Speechapalooza reflect 
this respect for the principles 
that pushes culture forward, and 
to participate in and witness the 
passion and enthusiasm with 
which the event is received is in 
no small way refreshing. The 
academic flame burns bright at 
this College, and I am glad and 
proud to have lent my work to it. 

What comes next, I am not 
sure of yet. But these few years 
have been a growing experience 
in ways I could never have antic- 
ipated. But above all, I am proud 
to have worked for the Observer, 
and am glad for my editors, cor- 
respondents, and readers. Thank 
you. 
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Is security doing enough to keep us safe? 


SGA and Public Safety team up to better NECC’S safety 


By ALEXIS FONTAINE 
Opinion Editor 

What was_ supposed 
to be a fun filled day, for 
some turned out to be 
stressful. 

NECC’s. Spring Jam, 
which took place on April 
10, was also the same day 
as College for a Day, when 
high school students could 
preview what it is like to 
be a student at Northern 
Essex, was a crowded, jam 
packed day. Student Gov- 
ernment Association was 
tabling at Spring Jam to 
recruit and inform future 
and current students about 
SGA. Hannah Benning, 
SGA’s secretary and act- 
ing parliamentarian was 
one of the people tabling. 

While at Spring Jam, 
Benning described an oc- 
currence at the event that 
left her feeling “helpless.” 
She said, “some of the 
high school students were 
stealing some of the ob- 


jects off of the tables we 
had. I was surrounded by 
about 30 students at once, 
I was talking to one stu- 
dent who seemed inter- 
ested in joining student 
government, but was dis- 
tracted and felt helpless. 

When I looked over, 
some of the stuff off the 
table was stolen.” 

Security was not near 
the situation when it oc- 
curred, and Benning only 
saw them at the end of the 
event when they were tak- 
ing down the signs. 

Student Government 
Association is advocat- 
ing for change on campus 
when it comes. to public 
safety and security. They 
have begun to take action 
by holding meetings with 
administrators. 

Student - Governments 
main goal with public 
safety is to make sure that 
there is more transparen- 
cy between public safety 


and the students, as well 
a better understanding to- 
students of exactly what 
security’s capabilities are 
and are not. 

SGA held a meeting on 
April 26 with Michael Mc- 
Carthy, Northern Essex’s 
Vice President of Admin- 
istration and Finance and 
Deborah Crafts Director 
of Public Safety/ Chief of 
Police. 

During the meeting it 
was brought up that a dis- 
patcher has been recently 


_ hired for Northern Essex. 


Another part of the dis- 
cussion included the blue 
lights we have on campus, 
which are currently out 
of service, but. are in the 
works to be fixed and to 
get the phones replaced. 
The blue light system is 
in place for when students 
feel unsafe outside, if they 
are walking back to their- 
car, or feel like they are 
being followed etc. 
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I do believe security needs to be changed 
in some way, shape or form 
- Hannah Benning 
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The blue light contacts 
the Haverhill police. Pub- 
lic safety and security can 
walk you back to your car 
if you ever feel unsafe as 
well, it was mentioned. 

In emergency situations, 
evacuation maps and lock- 
down protocols are trying 
to be implemented as well 

While security and Pub- 
lic Safety are top priorities 
for NECC, there is still a 
lot that can be done to im- 
prove what is already in 
place. Benning, suggested 
having bag check proto- 


cols and also said that “I 
do believe security needs 
to be changed in some 
way, Shape or form. Stu- 
dents are aware that pub- 
lic safety is here to help, 
it’s just that we need more 
trained officers and differ- 
ent ways to make sure stu- 
dents are safe on campus.” 
If you are ever feeling 
unsafe on campus you can 
always contact NECC’s 
Public Safety line for 
emergency situations at 
978-556-3333 or dial 911. 


Do female students feel safe on campus? 


Women share their perspectives 


By Sopuia Marcus 
Correspondent 


Women’s public safety has 
been a huge topic of concern 
around the United States, and 
college campuses have been a 
main concern. Safety of stu- 
dents should be the first priori- 
ty of Northern Essex, second is 
education, but is that the case? 
About 50% of public schools in 
the country have armed officers 
present, and Northern Essex is 
not one of them. While stories 
such as Brock Turner have been 
so popular in the media, female 
students safety has been more of 
a concern. 

When talking to different fe- 
male Northern Essex students 
about how they feel about their 
own safety here on campus, there 
were many different opinions. 
Vanessa Muthee, a 19 year old 


Have you taken or will you take Journalism I? Then you are eligible to join us! 


Northern Essex student seemed 
to not worry too much about 
her safety being threatened on 
campus... “I feel that NECC is 
comfortable environment for me, 
I’ve been to colleges where that 
wasn’t the case but i’ve never felt 
unsafe here.” Muthee has never 
felt her safety was threatened on 
campus and that is what we hope 
every student feels like. 

I then spoke to Zoe Clark 
Hanson who although said she 
felt safe on campus she has dealt 
with an unnerving classmate... 
“He was always staring at girls 
trying to make them uncomfort- 
able and making creepy com- 
ments.” As a student myself, this 
seems to be a common issue and 
I encourage you to speak up and 
report any unnerving incidents 
to the public safety department 
here at Northern Essex. The con- 
tact number for public safety in 
Haverhill is 978-556-3689, in 


: O feel that NECC is comfortable environ- 


ment for me, I’ve been to colleges where 
that wasn’t the case but i’ve never felt 
unsafe here: 
- Vanessa Muthee 
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Lawrence 978-665-5939, or Riv- 
erwalk 978-659-1299, 

Lastly I spoke to Lexi Fon- 
taine, Opinion Editor, who had 
a lot to say on the topic... “As 
a female student I’ve never felt 
unsafe in any particular situation, 
however after I found out that 
there were only 2 security guards 
on NECC’s campus it made me 
question the safety of the school 
over all. A lot of college campus- 
es where students live on them 
have their own police stations 
and complete own security sys- 


tem in place. I understand that 
since we are a community col- 
lege and a commuter college that 
it is a different situation, but the 
safety and security of students 
should be the number one pri- 
ority. For example we do have 
something similar to a “blue light’ 
system in the parking lot where if 
you ever feel unsafe walking to 
your car you can press the but- 
ton to call the police, but these 
buttons are very poorly adver- 
tised. Many people don’t know 
we have them and could not tell 


Get involved with your student newspaper 


The Observer! 


you where they are which would 
not be helpful in an emergency 
situation outside. I think overall 
northern Essex could do a better 
job communicating with its stu- 
dents about public safety and our 
safety, and in general make stu- 
dents know that they are safe.” 
Although Fontaine has not had 
any eccounters that threatened 
her own safety, she still worries 
about the lack of security overall. 
She also stated that many stu- 
dents don’t know about the blue 
lights in the parking lot which is 
something all students should be 
educated about. 

Public Safety should be 
Northern Essex first priority, fe- 
male students safety is a huge 
concern in our country and 
should be something that is taken 
very seriously within this school. 
If you see or hear something, 
speak up and report the incident 
to the public safety department. 


Get to know your school better as you write and report for 6 issues per semester. 
Let your voice be heard as you become part of the free press. 
Let the student body know the latest news!!! 
Interested? Contact us. We are currently recruiting for fall semester and will have several openings on staff. 
NECC Observer NewsroomHaverhill Campus: C-318 


observer@necc.mass.edu 
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Continued from page 1 


the Student Center on the Haverhill Campus 


very useful during that 
time. 

Faculty is also welcomed 
at the hub. “There are three 
faculty flex cubes. Part of it 
is that we know that facul- 
ty, especially adjunct fac- 
ulty, sometimes don’t have 
enough space where they 
can both meet with students 
as well as prepare for their 
classes. So there are three 
spaces up here that are iden- 
tified for faculty to utilize 
as well. They can meet with 
students in the space,” Hrus- 
ka stated. These faculty flex 
cubes are also hooked up 
to separate faculty printers 
nearby. 

Something else that this 
space can be utilized for is 
small events. “During the 
lunch time hours there can 
be different events and pro- 
grams, such as yoga and 
coffee. It is a space that peo- 
ple could utilize as long as 
it is a relatively quiet kind 
of event during that lunch 
time hour,” Hruska said. 
Although it might not be 
the best for clubs or large 
groups to get together, the 
space is still great for study 
groups and a hang out spot. 


There are many student 
services that outline the 
walls of the hub. One of them 
is the PACE program. This 
program is a student support 
service. About 250 students 
are currently in the program. 
Kristen Arnold, the PACE 
Director at NECC, said that 
the program helps students 
“persist in college, graduate 
with their associate’s de- 
gree, and move on to. four 
year colleges.” PACE also 
helps students get schol- 
arship money. Arnold said 
that one of the biggest bene- 
fits of having the hub is that 
it will make it “easy to refer 
students to other services 
because they are close by.” 

Another service near the 
hub are the College Navi- 
gators. This service helps 
support new students. The 
navigators visit classes and 
host pop up workshops for 
students. They want to sup- 
port students and point them 
in the right direction. They 
help students find the re- 
sources they need. Kirsten 
Kortz, the Director of the 
Office of Transitional Sup- 
port for New Students, said 
the hub lets students have 


a “quiet but social study 
area.” And that this space 
has “been missing from the 
college. This space has a 
very different feel from the 
library,” she said. 

Some other important 
services near the hub are 
The Career Center and Civ- 
ic Engagement. The Career 
Center helps students ex- 
plore different career paths 
and helps them land intern- 
ships. It also helps students 
find jobs and change what 
their career is if they want 
to. Civic Engagement helps 
coordinate volunteer work 
and connects students with 
community resources. Ash- 
ley Moore, who works in 
The Career Center and Civ- 
ic Engagement, as well as 
Janel D’Agata-Lynch, The 
Civic Engagement, Ser- 
vice-Learning and Commu- 
nity Resources Coordinator, 
attended the open house for 
the hub. D’Agata-Lynch 
said that she also helps stu- 
dents with food insecurities 
and “life stuff that comes 
in the way of school.” She 
said the hub makes services 
“more visible to students” 
and it gives students an “in- 


Photo by Sarah Regan-Kelley 
Jessica Rocker and Kristen Arnold from the PACE Program host a painting booth at the Student Hub Open House on April 24 on the second floor of 


Photo by Sarah Regan-Kelley 


A group study cube that is avaliable in the hub on the 


Haverhill campus 
formal setting” to explore 
them. 

“We care. We want stu- 
dents to succeed. It’s okay 
to ask for help!” D’Aga- 
ta-Lynch stated. 

“The hub brings people 
together. I had this in col- 
lege and am excited to see 
this!” Moore said enthusias- 
tically. 

The hub gives students a 
place to study and interact. 
It also gives them a place 
to embrace the services that 
are open to them. These ser- 
vices include: Student Gov- 


ernment, Student Life, The 
Veterans Center, The PACE 
Program, College Naviga- 
tor, International Students, 
The Career Center, Counsel- 
ing, and Civic Engagement. 
It is also right across from 
the bookstore. There will 
be a clothing closet put up 
over the summer in the hub. 
The space will also be open 
during the summer. The 
hub is open during business 
hours. Students and faculty 
are encouraged to check the 
new space out and utilize it 
to its full potential. 
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Talk focuses on sexual assault awareness 
Three speakers talked about UVa He and assistance for victims 


By Patricia GossELIN 


Correspondent 
Talk on sexu- 
al assault awarenesss 
By Patricia Gosselin 


April is sexual assault aware- 
ness month and NECC welcomed 
three guest speakers on April 4 in 
the C building, lecture hall A, to 
talk about how the issue of sex- 
ual assault can affect us here on 
campus and what Northern Es- 
sex can do to help victims. De- 
nis Champagne of the Amesbury 
Police Department, Kate Sanzo, 
the Adult Counselor and Out- 
reach Speaker at YWCA, and 
Liz Trelegan the Title [X Inves- 
tigator here at Northern Essex. 

The event began with a re- 
minder that, according to Rainn. 
org sexual assault occurs ev- 
ery 98 seconds and that the in- 
tention for events like these is 
fo encourage reporting and to 
give victims ready access to ev- 
ery resource available to them. 

The panelists talked about 
what consent is and Trelegan, 
the Title XI Investigator here at 
NECC, offered up the famous 
YouTube video “Tea and Con- 
sent,” which likens asking for 
consent for sex to be treated 
with the same rules as when you 
ask someone if they’d like tea. 

“Northern § Essex’s _poli- 
cy of consent is defined as in- 
formed, voluntary, and mu- 
tual and it can be withdrawn 
at any time,” says Trelegan. 

Kate Sanzo, the Adult Coun- 
selor and Outreach Speaker at the 
YWCA says that “consent has no 
gray area. “It’s Important to know 
that silence is not consent,” says 
Sanzo. She says they are moving 
from teaching “no means no” to 
a “yes means yes,” approach. 

Denis Champagne is a detec- 
tive that works onsexual assault 
crimes for the Amesbury Po- 
lice department, his mother also 


worked for the Salisbury Police 
Department for 20+ years investi- 
gating these crimes. Champagne’s 
concern is how sexual assault 
maintains being “one crime that’s 
still so underreported,” he says. 
Champagne says, “that’s why 
conversations like this are so im- 
portant, we’re trying to open up 
doors (for survivors), this is not an 
easy conversation for anybody.” 
Champagne’s training and rel- 
evant experience allows him to 
remove the “taboo” stigma sur- 
rounding sex crimes and he says 
he wants survivors to be able to 
come to him for help. “Are bar- 
riers coming down? They are,” 
he says, regarding the ways the 
police department has progressed 
in handling these crimes over the 
years. “Being open and avail- 
able and having these conver- 
sations -- being more visible,” 
is what helps bring in more vic- 
tims willing to report, he says. 
When it comes to getting help 
for the victims Champagne says 
that “maybe the best thing for 
that victim isn’t prosecution.” 
He says that he’s ready to go at 
all times, in terms of prosecuting 
an abuser but he understands that 
avenue can be scary to victims. 
“Tl do whatever you want, 
but you gotta talk to me,” says 
Champagne. His abundant re- 
sources and connections with 
various programs and groups are 
designed to help survivors even 
if they don’t want to report, he 
says. Champagne says that he 
can help with covering basic 
needs like shelter, food, childcare, 
transportation, even legal advice. 
“Make them better today than 
they were yesterday,” he says. “My 
job is to do no harm, be there for 
them, and put them in contact with 
whatever agencies I can”, he says. 
Champagne says that these 
crimes are the biggest invasion to 
a human and that if he “can help 


Teaching 


a survivor get their life back, it’s 
the greatest reward in (his) field.” 

Sanzo works for the YWCA 
as a counselor and speaker. San- 
zo says “the portrayal of most- 
ly female victims (in the me- 
dia) does significantly work 
against different members of 
our community” mainly vic- 
tims that identify as LGBTQ or 
male. Which she notes as part 
of the reason for underreporting. 
— Sanzo is part of a trained crisis 
intervention team, which operates 
as a 24-hour hotline to be avail- 
able to victims constantly. Sanzo 
says they can aid in the process 
that comes with reporting, like 
being their moral support at the 
police station or at the hospital. 

“We can’t intervene, but we 
can be in the victim’s sight and 
just offer that comfort and that 
peace that they do have people 


on their side,” says Sanzo. Sanzo 
says they can also refer lawyers, 
offer weekly or monthly check- 
ins, assist with emergency hous- 
ing, along with workshops and 
trainings which aid in prevention. 

When it comes to the process 
of reporting at NECC, Talgen- 
te says anyone can file a formal 
complaint, but it’s not a necessity 
for her to begin an investigation. 

Legally if she’s made aware 
of an allegation, even verbally, 
she and her department have to 
act. “We can provide the stu- 
dent with resources available 
in the college”, says Talge- 
nete about NECC students that 
are survivors of sexual assault. 

NECC offers escort services, 
schedule accommodations, ab- 
sence accommodations for court 
dates or medical appointments, 
they can even help if you’re suf- 


safety 


What does active shooter training entail and is it effective? 


By KATHERINE HAILSON 
Correspondent 


With mass shootings seeming- 
ly becoming more and more com- 
mon, many schools and work- 
places have been holding active 
shooter training in order to better 
prepare employees and students 
in the event that the unthinkable 
occurs. But do these trainings re- 
ally work, are they doing more 
harm than good, and what do 
these trainings actually look like? 

The Department of Homeland 
Security states “In many cas- 
es, there is no pattern or method 
to the selection of victims by an 
active shooter, and these situa- 
tions are, by their very nature, 
unpredictable and evolve quick- 
ly.Resources such as posters and 
pocket guides raise awareness of 
the indicators of an active shoot- 
er incident and how to respond.” 

Ashley Credit a student here 
at NECC says she attended part 
one of a two part active shooter 
training at the daycare where she 
is employed. She stated “It was 
disturbing and I was terrified.” 
Credit reported that the instructor 


showed them two videos of actu- 
al mass shootings. These videos 
included the Columbine shooting 
in 1999 and the mosque shooting 
in New Zealand earlier this year. 
“Watching people’s lives end so 
brutally was horrific.”, she stated 
in regards to the videos. Cred- 
it chose not to attend the second 
part of this training which includ- 
ed instructors firing rubber bullets 
at teachers and staff members 
in order to simulate a real ac- 
tive shooter situation. She stated 
that the first part was so trau- 
matizing she felt she would not 
be able to get through part two. 

According to the South Flor- 
ida Sun Sentinel in their Pu- 
litzer Prize winning series on 
the Parkland shooting at Mar- 
jory Stoneman Douglas High 
School, 34 people were shot 
however no one was shot on 
the second floor which begs the 
question, what did the students 
and staff on this floor do right? 

The Sun Sentinel stated, “In 
Viswanathan’s second-floor class, 
the door knob rattled as teacher 
and students huddled tightly in a 


taped off corner, lights out...She 
had locked the door before class 
that day. Weeks before, she had 
taped off part of the classroom 
next to the door to serve a “safe 
space” or “hard corner” for stu- 
dents to hide.” The Sun Sentinel 
noted she had little training but her 
instincts were what saved lives. 

NECC liberal arts: writing ma- 
jor and Observer Features Editor 
Mariella Mendez has attended 
multiple active shooter training 
awareness courses throughout her 
time in high school and more re- 
cently for her job at a local middle 
school. Mendez stated, “I think the 
new algorithm and process they 
have for active shooter training is 
helpful and personally it made me 
feel prepared at the time, however 
no one is really ever prepared for 
that kind of situation and some- 
times the rules of active shooter 
training may go out the window.” 

Mendez reported that she prac- 
ticed what is commonly known 
as The A.L.LC.E. drill which 
in an acronym for, Alert, Lock- 
down, Inform, Counter, Evacu- 
ate. Mendez stated that part of 


the training she attended includ- 
ed, “A faculty or staff member / 
police officer would walk around 
with a fake gun...they made it 
seem as real as possible.” Men- 
dez works with kids grades 
K-8 and says they’ve all done 
ALICE training at least once. 

She stated, “ I do think ac- 
tive shooter training should be 
done. Yes, instructors will have 
to change their language and ap- 
proach depending on different age 
groups but I think it’s essential be- 
cause these tragedies are happen- 
ing more and more frequently.” 

However, many people are not 
so keen on teaching young chil- 
dren these drills fearing it may be 
too scary and anxiety inducing. 
Kenneth Trump, President of the 
National School Safety and Secu- 
rity Services, a Cleveland-based 
national consulting firm  spe- 
cializing in school security and 
emergency preparedness training, 
stated that schools shouldn’t train 
young children in ALICE response 
when school shootings, typically 
the focus of such drills, are sta- 
tistically rare. He also stated that 
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fering because of long-term ab- 
sences says Trelegan. NECC 
also offers free mental health 
services on both the Law- 
rence and Haverhill campus. 

When reviewing cases where 
the perpetrator is a student, Tal- 
gente says they don’t look for 
violations of the law, but rather 
violations of NECC policy. So, 
they will use any and all evidence 
brought to them like texts or 
emails, but they cannot subpoe- 
na phone records says Trelegan. 

“We’re very open to hearing 
what students need and work- 
ing around that,” says Trelegan. 
“We don’t want people to leave 
school. We want them to stay 
and be successful and we want 
a safe environment, so we try to 
make accommodations for peo- 
ple to feel safe,” says Trelegan. 


ALICE “preys on the emotions 
of today’s active shooter frenzy 
that is spreading across the nation. 

Erin Earley a student here 
at NECC and former teacher 
said she also experienced active 
shooter training. “They came in 
and we were told to go into our 
building, hide and lockdown 
and when the alarm went off 
you had to find your way out 
without getting caught. Some at- 
tempted to escape others chose to 
stay.” She also stated that there 
wasn’t and helpful instructions 
on how to get out of the building. 

“There weren’t any guidelines 
given we had to figure it out for 
ourselves but for the most part 
people stayed calm,” Earley re- 
ported, “it was helpful in terms 
of being aware our surround- 
ing but it was difficult getting 
the kids out and keeping them 
same. They didn’t go over a 
waiting spot or what our policy 
should be or any final details.” 

Active shooter training is be- 
coming increasingly popular but 
almost no studies on its effec- 
tiveness have been carried out. 


By DerrpRE GRANT 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


Festival fashion used to mean 
flowing dresses and flower crowns. 

Now, those are nowhere 
near enough to stand out at 
Coachella, the  be-all-end- 
all event for festival style. 

Many of the festivalgoers 
who swarmed the stages in In- 
dio, Calif., were scantily clad. 

Some of them skipped clothes 
altogether, passing off biki- 
nis or lingerie as a full outfit. 

And don’t forget about the 
hair and makeup. Loose waves, 
braids, and mini-buns were pop- 
ular hairstyles. Natural, minimal 
makeup appeared to be the trend 
(or everyone had already sweated 
off their fully contoured faces) 
with lots of jewels, glitter and 
flash tattoos to spice things up. 
. This year Coachella start- 
ed on Friday, April 12 and 
ended on Sunday the 21. 

Coachella is one, if not 
the biggest music festival of 
California, with music art- 
ists, food, and VIP events. 

Just tickets alone can cost 


Festival fashion 
Students give their thoughts on Coachella 


up to $1,000 and that’s not in- 
cluding airfare if you are trav- 


eling, or hotels, or if you 
want merchandise and food. 

One of the most import- 
ant aspects of Coachella is 
fashion. Student Sophia Mar- 
cus always enjoys watching 
Coachella videos on youtube 
and looking at the new trends. 

Although she’s never been it 
would be an unforgettable experi- 
ence. Every year, thousands flock 
to the desert wearing some of the 
year’s wildest fashions. And while 
festival wear has become some- 
thing of a parody of itself — we 
never need to see another sheer or 
knitted kimono paired with den-. 
im shorts again — this year wel- 
comed an upgraded, futuristic take 
on the overdone boho-chic bore. 

Face jewels are the new flow- 
er crowns, metallics and sequins 
have taken over knits and fringe, 
and high-waisted swimsuit-like 
bottoms are giving legs all the 
attention. These are some of the 
eye-catching pieces that take 
over both weekends. “Everyone 
should be able to express them- 


selves with their clothing with- 
out judgment,” says Marcus. 

This year outfits have gone so 
far to just about wearing almost 
nothing or covering yourself in just 
body glitter and showing off your 
torso. Coachella is a place where 
you can wear almost nothing and 
get away with it because everyone 
else is wearing just about nothing 
as well. “If you feel offended then 
you’re boring” Marcus explained. 

This. years artist line up was 
Black Pink, Billie Eilish, Ariana 
Grande, Kanye West, Bad Bunny, 
and much more. Even these artists 
go all out for Coachella, as well 
as top celebrities such as Kylie 
and Kendall Jenner, Winnie Har- 
low, Shay Mitchell, and Cardi B. 

Coachella was first introduced 
to support small upcoming art- 
ists but now it has taken its. turn 
on fashion. Many fans of Coach- 
ella even have multiple outfits 
throughout the day than just one. 
With the rise of social media 
finding the latest trends to wear 
is hard by searching “Festiville 
looks” on Pinterest or Instagram. 

Former NECC student Cassie 


Ellson has heard criticism about 
Coachella in regards with the 
prevalent environment of cul- 
ture appropriation to kids wear- 
ing Native American headdress- 
es just because it looks “Cool” 

“T think partaking in other 
cultures is important but there 
needs to be a base level of knowl- 
edge to what is and what isn’t 
appropriate,” explained Ellson. 

This season cowboy boots 
became a big hit, from big ce- 
lebrities to famous youtubers 
wearing them. The trend peaked 
when stores such as H&M and 
Forever 21 sold them with their 
festival collection. Country music 
is also popular in the culture as 
well such as the song “Old Town 
Road” with special guest featur- 
ing Billy Ray Cyrus which makes 
the cowboy trend more popular. 

The Coachella Valley weather 
is dusty and extremely dry; prime 
cowboy country. Cowboy boots 
are one of the easiest ways to get a 
little bit country and can be paired 
with the midi dresses and skirts 
that everyone is loving this season. 

Marcus said she would 


wear something bold such as 
a bright green dress with pink 
boots “Definately something 
fun and colorful,” says Marcus. 

Other trends that have been 
approached at this extravagant 
festival are biker shorts, mesh 
dresses, fanny packs and over- 
sized jackets. These are known 
as street style fashion, outfits 
without all the glitz and glam 
but still, make an impression. 

Ellson has been to multiple 
music festivals before like Bos- 
ton Calling and Vans Warped 
Tour so she likes to dress for 
the warmer weather by wearing 
shorts a band t-shirt and maybe 
a hat. “Anything too extravagant 
gets soaked in the sun or washed 
away by sweat,’ says Ellson 

Ellson would actually want to 
attend Coachella but not for the 
fashion because of what event 
that is going on and whos playing. 

“Despite all the crazy she- 
nanigans it would be the per- 
fect place for me, I love large 
music festivals,” said Ellson. 


Advocates push for revived theater major 
While students can still study theater at NECC, they cant get a degree in it 


By Jonas RuZEK 
Correspondent 


A movement to reinstate the 
theater arts major at NECC seems 
to be gaining traction. Led by Bri- 
anne Beatrice, an NECC theater 
and communications professor, 
and supported widely among stu- 
dents, the movement is calling for 
the option to pursue an associate’s 
degree in theater arts to be made 
available to students once again. 

Beatrice says that, since short- 
ly after the theater arts major’s 
initial cancellation, she has been 
working to rebuild the theater 
program at NECC and that rein- 
statement of the theater arts major 
is a necessary part of the endeav- 
or. According to Beatrice, re-es- 
tablishment of the degree and ap- 
propriating more funding towards 
NECC theater would not only 
benefit students seeking to major 
in theater arts but also the North- 
ern Essex community as a whole. 
And she is not alone in her views; 
the enthusiasm of students in- 
volved in NECC theater, says Be- 
atrice, and a recent poll of NECC 
students both appear to illustrate 
that her cause is widely-supported. 

Some members of the NECC 
theater community, however, in- 
cluding NECC theater professor 
Deirdre Budzyna, say that cau- 
tious optimism should be prac- 
ticed and that the college should 
not rush to reinstate the major un- 
til some of its financial detriments 
have been resolved. After such 
issues are mitigated, says Budzy- 
na, reinstatement would be a very 
valuable achievement to pursue. 

Beatrice, who has taught the- 


ater at multiple Massachusetts 
state universities, says that one 
of the most important reasons 
to reinstate the theater arts ma- 
jor is NECC’s well-known role 
as being a financially-accom- 
modating and _ exploration-en- 
couraging bridge (due to how 
low NECC tuition is in compar- 
ison to most four-year colleges) 
in students’ academic careers: 

“NECC is a place where stu- 
dents can financially afford to 
attain an associate’s degree and 
also have the opportunity to dab- 
ble in the world of theater, to see 
if theater is the right career for 
them . . . to decide if they want to 
continue their education in a four- 
year institution. The wonderful 
thing that I can answer, as an ed- 
ucator, is that a lot of the credits 
students attain at Northern Essex 
can be transferred into their ma- 
jor at any four-year state school.” 

The Northern Essex commu- 
nity, and not just those directly 
connected with NECC, argues 
Beatrice, would also greatly ben- 
efit from the re-establishment of 
the theater arts major and more 
funding being given to NECC’s 
theater division: “Since the ma- 
jor was pulled, the community 
has wanted the artistic outlet the 
program once was and wanted 
to see more theater at NECC. 
It drew a great crowd and had 
a wonderful following for so 
many years. And now this local 
theater, this local community, is 
gone and I think that a lot of peo- 
ple want to bring it back to sup- 
port theater at a collegial level.” 

Beatrice believes that re- 


building the theater program is 
impossible without the extrinsic 
motivation theater credits could 
provide, saying, “It’s really hard 
to get students to want to partici- 
pate when there’s no carrot at the 
end of the stick, when there’s no 
degree. I can only build a program 
if there’s a degree at the end of it.” 

Her campaign to reinstate the 
theater major as quickly as pos- 
sible (immediately, if achiev- 
able) currently relies on the 
voice of students and the com- 
munity, and she reports that, 
“There is still such great inter- 
est in the program. We need 
to strike while the iron’s hot. “ 

She is referring to the com- 
munal excitement around 
the -national award Gwyn- 
nethe Glickman recently re- 
ceived for her performance in 
NECC’s Stupid F*cking Bird.” 

“Let’s bring the jury back ... 
The students are the strongest 
supporters, the greatest advocates 
.. And so many in the liberal 
arts division (referring to NECC 
faculty members) believe there 
should be more theater at NECC.” 

Emphasizing her belief that the 
community would support bring- 
ing the theater arts major back, 
Beatrice adds, “I have never once 
encountered an interpersonal dia- 
logue with a soul who said that we 
shouldn’t bring the degree back.” 

When discussing what must be 
done in order for the the theater 
major reinstatement to occur, Be- 
atrice states that the final decision 
lies in the hands of higher-ups, 
specifically the President and 
Vice-President of NECC, but that 


NECC students and faculty mem- 
bers should still use their influence 
by spreading the word about rein- 
statement and by discussing how 
the theater program can be helped. 

And, on a conclusive note, 
Beatrice tersely showcases her 
optimism on the matter: “I am 
100% confident the major can 
be brought back. I have hope.” 

Beatrice’s hopeful _atti- 
tude may be realistic, says a 
recent poll of 126 random- 
ly-selected NECC students. 

About 94% of respondents 
said they supported bringing 
back the option of pursuing an 
associate’s degree in theater arts 
to NECC. Still, though, there are 
some community members who 
make the case that other efforts 
must be undertaken before re- 
instatement can become reality. 

Budzyna, as mentioned 
prior, is a part of this group. 

She contends that, “Ideally, in 
any liberal arts college students 
would have the opportunity to 
major in theater, music, or dance. 

As someone who is commit- 
ted to the arts, I feel strongly that 
that should be a part of a liber- 
al arts education. That said, I 
think, in today’s financial times, 
it is really challenging to keep 
programs open that aren’t sus- 
taining themselves financially.” 

She says that considering that 
many people she knows “have 
benefitted from taking theater 
classes,” she has mixed feelings 
on the issue: “Many of my stu- 
dents and my own children ben- 
efited from the amazing work 
that was done at Northern Essex. 


But, I think, realistically, in order 
to re-establish a theater program 
we would need to have some- 
body who was actively seeking 
out people who want to be theater 
majors. It’s such a difficult issue 
to discuss. I would love for there 
to be a theater program at North- 
em Essex. I think students who 
aren’t theater majors benefit so 
much from taking theater classes, 
but I also realize that you have 
to have a certain number of stu- 
dents to make a program viable.” 

Budzyna would be excited at 
reinstatement, she says, but adds 
that students must be enrolled in 
theater classes for the theater arts 
degree to be made available again. 

If the college, according to 
her, were to see an increasing 
level of student enrollment in 
theater classes and more student 
and community interest in the 
theater program (two factors, 
incidentally, Beatrice says are 
necessary for reinstatement to 
occur), perhaps the theatre arts 
major could be available again. 

So Budzyna, like Beatrice, 
feels that reinstatement could be 
done, but also thinks that the pro- 
cess would be gradual and take 
persistence: “All ofus, the faculty, 
are working so hard to retain the 
students that we have and to at- 
tract new students and I think that 
(reinstatement) isn’t an overnight 
solution. I think it will take time.” 


(See page 9 for astory about the 
Top Notch Players’ production of 
“Good People,” which will debut 
May 2 and run through May 5.) 
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Speechapalooza 
A free speech forum for students by students 


By AARON LEHNER 
AND PATRICIA GOSSELIN 
Campus Life Editor & Correspondent 


Northern Essex Community College’s annual 
Speechapalooza was held April 23, 2019. The event 
ran from 12:30 to 2:30 in Lecture Hall A and it was 
fully stocked with free pizza, snacks and water. Since 
its debut in 2015, this event celebrates student speak- 
ers involved in Public Speaking or Public Presenta- 
tion-intensive classes, giving speeches about a vari- 
ety of topics to a wide audience. Speechapalooza was 
created and sponsored by NECC’s Liberal Arts: Com- 
munications/Journalism Program and continues to be 
organized by students enrolled in Principles of Public 
Relations (COM113). 

Observer Arts and Entertainment Editor Deidre 
Grant is one student in the PR class that has had the 
opportunity to be involved with Speechapalooza. She 
was one of two MC’s and promoted the event through 
her Twitter account as well as creating a montage vid- 
e0. 

“Speechapalooza went really well, I believe this 
was the best (one) so far. As an MC I was able to en- 
courage the audience to use #speechapalooza on twit- 
ter.” says Grant. 

This year is the second time Grant has participated 
in Speechapalooza. Last year she had given a speech 
about her YouTube channel “Deidre Darling” in which 
she creates makeup tutorials and reviews makeup 
products. As of now she currently has 170 subscribers. 
Grant also won the best tweet contest and got a $25 
visa gift card. 

Principles of Public Relations is taught in the 
spring semester by Professor Amy Callahan, program 
chair of communications. Its purpose is to introduce 
students to the role, processes, and practices of the 
field of public relations. It explores the development 
and contemporary impact of the academic and profes- 
sional field in all its forms. Students are taught how 
the profession is practiced today in governmental, 
nonprofit, and corporate sectors, and the impact public 
relations has in the mass media. 

Speechapalooza is meant to give its PR students the 
opportunity to exercise the knowledge they acquired 
throughout the semester. 

“The communication program has made me find 
what I love which is writing and broadcast journalism. 
I wasn’t sure what I wanted but I’m glad I chose to 
be a part of the communication program.” says Grant. 
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MC’s Diedre Grant and David Greene reading 
aloud tweets on #speechapalooza page. 


From tips on how to travel on a budget to pitching a 
movie idea, students are free to present on a topic that 
they are passionate about. 

For Liberal Arts student Anthony Adams, he had 
made a speech on “Your Moment of Zen” where he 
gave advice on how to achieve zen, providing person- 
al anecdotes. 

“T had read the book ‘Zen Flesh, Zen Bones’ and I 
fell in love with it. I decided that I would give a per- 
suasive speech about it in my Public Speaking class 
with Reese Charest. I believe that even without the re- 
ligion aspects of it, there are many good things about 
zen, it brings joy to people.” says Adams. 

Along with delivering speeches, Speechapalooza 
raffles off prizes to audience members. This year’s 
prizes were gift cards to Lexie’s Restaurant, Dunkin’ 
Donuts, Whole Foods Market, and a $25 visa gift card 
for best tweet. 

Social Media plays a large in role in promoting 
Speechapalooza; PR students used their own accounts 
to broadcast the event and encourage free speech. 
Throughout the course of the event, the audience is en- 
couraged to make tweets tagging the event #speecha- 
palooza. Then at the end of the event, the MC’s and 
audience decide on'which tweet is the best. 

Some other students who presented at Speecha- 
palooza were Nurilys Cintron who got things started 
by showing a video of their ‘Semester at Sea’ from 
2015. Cintron gave a speech about their travels and 
how you too can travel the world on a budget, high- 
lighting some common spending habits among college 
students and a how-to on prioritizing spending. 

Kerry Malloy presented with “How to be Happier.” 
In it she presented on how she keeps her happiness 
bar full by appreciating every moment of life, as well 
as giving personal insight on the things that keep her 
happy. 

Observer editor-in-chief Brennan Cooney with his 
speech “Vital Masculinity” challenged our notion of 
what we believe to be masculinity and how the phrase 
“toxic masculinity” is harmful to men. “... we need to 
stop lecturing boys as though they were bullies that 
need to be reformed, and instead teach them to stand 
up for persons weaker than themselves,” he said. 

William Robert Tapley presented the audience with 
“The Climate Change Solution.” He changed the atti- 
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William Tapley concluding his environmental 


change propsal with #killthebills. 


tude in the room immediately when the audience burst 
into laughter at his suggestion to cut down the popula- 
tion by killing everyone named “Bill” with the hashtag 
#killthebills. 

Emir Alagoz’s speech was an informative look at 
Turkish media mogul Acun Ilicali who rose to fame 
and fortune only after humble beginnings and sever- 
al hardships. Alagoz, a proud Istanbul, Turkey native 
also used a moment to draw attention to Amy Calla- 
han and ask for a special applause, crediting her with 
getting him in front of a crowd speaking “broken En- 
glish,” said Alogoz. 

Jocelyn Avila’s speech “Minorities in Media” drew 
attention to the lack of representation of Latinx indi- 
viduals in the media. Avila’s speech was a heartfelt 
look at how underrepresentation harms POC and how 
constantly not seeing people like her in the media 
made her feel like she had to change her appearance 
to fit in. 

Sean Curtis’s speech “Start Your YouTube Chan- 
nel Today” also encouraged the audience to start their 
own channels but for a different reason. Curtis loves 
playing video games and he said gaming reminds him 
of spending time with his grandmother. Curtis asks the 
audience if they have interests that are hard to explain 
to family or friends, several hands rise, and he encour- 
aged them too, to start a channel. 

Aallyhia Cruz used her speech “Arichella x Bey- 
chella” to discuss the performances of Ariana Grande 
and Beyoncé at Coachella. Cruz did her research and 


supplied an in-depth look at both women’s perfor- ~ 


mances and the struggles that they each faced around 
their performances. 

The final. speech, a film pitch by Jon Holewinski 
had the audience in stitches as he weaved a movie to- 
gether complete with potential actors and even plans 
for a sequel. 

Holewinski’s speech was animated and entertain- 
ing as he acted out several scenes in the future film 
along with voices of his characters like Ray. Warp- 
zone played by Channing Tatum and Mrs. Applesmile 
played by Halle Berry. 

Holewinski assured the audience that “with the star 
studded cast it’ll pay for itself in the first week,” he 
said. His last slide is an image of Uncle Sam that says, 
“T Want You to pay for it please.” 
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Preview of the potential best tweet winners on 


#speechapalooza. 
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Leading for change at NECC 


Students speak on ways to improve life on campus 


By MArRIELLA MENDEZ 


Features Editor 
t om question that Northern 


Essex is a diverse school. Not 
only does Northern Essex offer 
education to people of any age 
but to people of any background. 
Every semester, NECC gets a va- 
riety of students from around the 
world looking to pursue their aca- 
demic journey. 

Because of Northern Essex’ 
unique campuses that are found in 
Haverhill and Lawrence MA, we 
are home to almost 50 percent of 
Hispanic/Latino students. A large 
population of these students make 
up the Lawrence campus, there- 
fore allowing us to be one of three 
Hispanic-serving institutions in 
the state. 

A Hispanic-serving institution 
is a federal designation of a col- 
lege where at least 25 percent of 
the student body is Latino. 

Stephanie Haskell and Analuz 
Garcia are two faculty members 
who are dedicated to making the 
campus a better place for its stu- 
dents. Haskell is the coordinator 
of student activities for leadership 
and social justice initiatives and 
Garcia is the assistant director of 
community and international re- 
lationships. 

Both Haskell and Garcia are a 
part of Leading For Change Di- 
versity Consortium. This group 
aims for retention of the Hispanic 
population at the school, there- 
fore they look for ways to help 
the Latino population on both 
campuses. 

Their first initiative was to 
gather information from a variety 
of students to ask whether NECC 
should adopt the term Latinx. 

Garcia says, “In California this 
term is broadly used. We are con- 


By MELANIE POLANCO 


Everyone is ready for sum- 
mer, and as finals kick in and the 
semester comes to an end we are 
ready to receive and soak up the 
nice weather. 

Students all over campus en- 
joy dressing up and not having 
to layer up as the warm weather 
approaches. 

On campus students were 
asked how do they mostly de- 
scribe their style. This is what 
they had to say. 

“The way I describe my sense 
of style I would have to say that 
it really depends on my mood. I 
would say for sure that my style 
is different from everybody else, 
because I like to stand out.” Say’s 


centrating on gathering data and 
figuring out, what are we going to 
do with this?” 

Haskell also suggested doing 
“different events for National 
Hispanic Heritage month in Sep- 
tember.” 

A few students were asked 
about their knowledge about the 
Hispanic presence on campus 
and shared insightful feedback 
on what the school can do to im- 
prove its inclusivity. 


Danikza Carrasquillo, 21 year Ha 


old Liberal Arts: Writing major 
shared that she was not aware 
that Hispanic and Latino students 
made up almost 50% percent of 
the school’s population, although 
she figured the number was high. 

Castillo also shared that al- 
though she didn’t necessarily 
know that NECC was considered 
a “Hispanic serving institution 
that she was aware that “there are 
a lot of benefits for Hispanic stu- 
dents at NECC.” 

Castillo however did have a 
slight background on Leading 
For Change stating that she was 
aware of it being a “nonprofit 
organization that is designed to 
help students with training and 
resources.” She continued to 
share her opinion about represen- 
tation on campus and said, “I per- 
sonally think there is not enough 
Latin representation at least in the 
Haverhill campus. On the Law- 
rence campus you are able to see 
the diversity more. Honestly I 
believe it’s hard to represent the 
Latin culture in areas of school 
because some students don’t re- 
late or plain and simple they don’t 
care. They don’t understand why 
it is important to dive into other 
cultures and learn from them.” 


Castillo offers advice to the Lead- 
ing For Change faculty by sug- 
gesting more diverse activities, 
dances, and Hispanic women 
based lectures. She also suggests 
that “food is always a great way to 
get people together and talking” 
Finally she shared, “Create spac- 
es for people to feel more inclined 
to share.” When asked about the 
Latinx term, she replied, “I’ve 
never liked any terms or labels, 
when we start labeling things 
we start organizing and creating 
groups that’s how we are separat- 
ed. I like to leave my labels empty 
so that I approach people with a 
clean slate as I hope they would 
to me.” 

Maryanne Rosado is a 20 year 


#HUBNECC 


old Liberal Arts Major at North- 
em Essex and also shared her 
knowledge and opinions about 


Latino inclusivity. Rosado was 


not aware about the population, 
that NECC was Hispanic serv- 
ing or the Leading For Change 
group. ‘I believe the majority 
of Hispanic and Latino students 
(are) in the Lawrence campus. 
The reason why I think there isn’t 
enough Latino representation in 
the school is because there isn’t 
enough Latino representation in 
the clubs.” Rosado goes on to say, 
“When the after school programs 
and governments demonstrate 
enough Latino students, I think 
there might be a change.” Rosado 
was aware of the term “Latinx” 


Spring Style 


Students describe their sense of fashion as the warm weather approaches 


Ana Gomez, a health specializa- 
tion major here at Necc. Although 
her everyday style depends on 
how she’s actually feeling she 
definitely considers herself dif- 
ferent. 

“T like wearing different piec- 
es of clothing and creating unique 
pieces, for example cutting pants 
and shirts. I don’t like to look like 
everyone else. I like to be unique, 
but I am always open to telling 
people how I styled whatever it is 
I’m wearing,” says Gomez. 

Other students are more in be- 
tween casual and simple when 
describing their sense of style. 
“My sense of style is mostly on 
the comfortable sporty side. My 


style describes my personality. 
Comforting and laid back. I like 
to be comfortable most of the 
time, but when it’s time to dress 
up I try my best to mix it up be- 
tween casual and cute,” says 
Janilka Gonzalez, a student in- 
volved in our EMT program here 
at NECC. , 

There were also students who 
didn’t really describe their style 
in a particular way “ I don’t real- 
ly have a style whatever I think 
is cute, I buy. It can either be very 
girly one day, and then I can look 
like a skater the next,” says Lis- 
beth Pita, a business transfer. 

Whether you have a way to 
describe your style or you don’t 


Photo by Mariella Mendez 


From left to right, Analuz Garcia and Stephanie Haskell are seen at the new student hub 
on the second floor of the Student Center on the Haverhill campus. 


and expressed that she is OK with 
the term. “People have a right to 
what they want to identify with.” 

After evaluating the data, Gar- 
cia and Haskell replied to the ad- 
ministration and concluded that 
they should “continue to use His- 
panic or Latino/a to respect the 
preferences of the students and 
community.” 

They also included that they 
welcome any member of the col- 
lege to use Latinx as a gender in- 
clusive option. 

If you have any further sug- 
gestions or questions, contact 
Stephanie Haskell at shaskell@ 
necc.mass.edu or Analuz Garcia 
at agarcia@necc.mass.edu 
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I don’t like to look like everyone else. I 


like to be unique, 


- Ana Gomez 


ec PRE ke 


it’s fun to be different and cre- 
ative and to just be you. Plain, 
creative, casual, unique is what 
makes everyone different and 


that is the fun in fashion. There 
are no rules to how you want to 
express yourself. 
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Groundhog’s day , Breaking the 


Haverhill campus offers inviting 
environment for animals 


Eric FREDERIC 
Correspondent 

As the murky days 
of winter and snow-for- 
miles has begun to fade 
from our collective view, a 
plucky brown groundhog, 
whom we shall call Gus, 
has been making dashing, 
darting appearances on 
the NECC campus quad. 

Gus the groundhog is un- 
likely to replace our name- 
less Knight as the official 
NECC mascot, but is, at the 
very least, poised to become 
- aminor celebrity on campus. 

“He’s got some style. I 
like howhe’s not really afraid 
to come out of the ground 
when kids are around. I 
mean, he doesn’t come 
right up to you, but I think 
they normally run away,” 
said accounting. major 

Nando Hernandez, 
commenting on Gus’s rel- 
atively convivial nature. 

Groundhogs, also 


Photo by Eric Frederic 
This groundhog has been spotted on the 


commonly referred to as 
woodchucks (known, of 
course, for their redundant 
adeptness and ability to 
chuck, very presumably, 
large amounts of wood), 
are knownfor their prolific 
tunnel-burrowing _ behav- 
ior. Groundhog tunnel net- 
works can be as deep as five 
feet, and over 40 feet long. 

Once a repetition of 
groundhogs has burrowed 
a system of tunnels into the 
earth, they use the space for 
food storage, sleeping, child 


Haverhill campus. 


rearing, and hibernation, 
which is the point of the plot 
where we encounter Gus. 

“T don’t really want to 
think about what’s down 
in those tunnels, like how 
dirty it is, and what they 
eat down there. And how 
do they clean themselves 
when they’re constantly 
in dirt?” commented Leah 
Taurasi, a computer science 

major who has_ seen 
Gus on two. occasions. 


Groundhogs are known 
for their proclivity to set 
upon farms and destroy 
crops, but this doesn’t 
worry grounds crew mem- 
ber Raymond  Houk. 

“T don’t know of any 
plans to do anything about 
the groundhog. There’s 
probably more than one 
actually. But they’re not 
hurting anyone,so I guess 
it's live and let’ live.” 


Top Notch Players to 


present ‘Good People’ 
Play opens May 2 and will run through May 5 


By NECC Newsroom 


Northern. Essex Community College’s 
Topnotch Players’ newest production, Da- 
vid Lindsay-Abaire’s “Good People” takes 
a look at love, life, and class struggle. 

Co-directed by NECC theater profes- 
sor Brianne Beatrice and NECC Liberal 
Arts major student Christian Doyle of 
Newburyport, “Good People” depicts the 
life of a woman named Margie Walsh who 
is down on her luck in blue-collar Southie. 

Abaire portrays Margie as a tough 
woman who just can’t catch a break, and 
can barely make ends meet. When the op- 
portunity arises for her to reconnect with 
an old fling who-made something of him- 
self, she risks-it all and thinks that he could 
be the ticket she needs to a new beginning. 

Abaire’s insights of class and com- 
edy is both wryly funny and touching. 
A Pulitzer Prize-winning playwright, 
Abaire has created a loving ode to his 
hometown of Southie, while simulta- 
neously pulling back a curtain on the 
socio-economic struggles many face. 

The play will run Thursday, May 2, at 
4 p.m. Friday and Saturday, May 3 & 4 


Couxieai photo 
Left to right, Gwynnethe Glickman, 


Eliza Volpicelli, and Sarah Durning 
rehearse for “Good People” 


at 7 p.m. and Saturday and Sunday, May 
4 & 5 at 2 p.m. General admission tick- 
ets are $12 and $10 for students. It will 
be held in the Chester W. Hawrylciw 
Theater on the third floor in the Spurk 
Building on the Haverhill campus, 100 El- 
liott St. Tickets are available at the door. 

For more information, contact Beatrice 
at bribeats@gmail.com or 781 254-6913. 


sound barrier 


Students in Peter Hershon’s class learn 
ASL through love and laughter 


By Nancy EARLY WRIGHT 
Correspondent 


I have an “ideatic” long-term memo- 
ry, as in, when I want to “recall” some- 
thing, it comes back to me in vivid de- 
tail, exactly as it would if | DVR’d it. 

My short-term memory, on the other 
hand, left me having to say “Sorry-can 
you repeat the question?” when my hus- 
band proposed to me. (I got the gist of it 
but I really wanted to hear the “pream- 
ble” again!) 

It is nearly impossible to learn ASL 
without short-term memory. 

However, there is one way to bridge 
the gap...add a “clown nose” to the 
equation. 

ASL teacher Peter Hershon took 
command of my ASL 101 class the first 
day by directing us to line our belong- 
ings along the wall to remove temptation 
to be distracted by any device -- espe- 
cially one that he would be unable to de- 
tect, due to him being 100 percent deaf 
since birth. 

The initial reaction to his proposed 
strictness was enough to inspire one girl 
to get up and simply march out of the 
class. 

The rest of us tentatively watched, as 
Peter introduced the “ABC’s of ASL” 
(literally.) 

Peter informed us that there would 
be a “voices off’ rule - get caught using 
your speaking voice in class and it was 
one strike, three strikes would get you 
dismissed from class with no credit for 
the day. 

It would be safe to assume that ASL 
101 would be a rather quiet zone. But 
if you stood in the hallway, you would 
find it to be the most raucous room in 
the building. 

How could that be? Answer: It’s the 
waves of laughter. 

In order to teach us, Peter toggles 
back and forth between being a teacher, 
a mime and a clown (the funny kind-not 
he scary kind.) 

It fascinates me how his humor is so 
highly-developed and there is so much 
I’d like to know about which came first: 
Is he funny because he learned how well 
it opens doors? Or were doors opened 
for him because of his dry wit? 

My theory is that, what gave him en- 
tree into the hearing world, is that most 
people know that you can’t be funny 
without being highly intelligent. 

That’s how Peter kept his dignity - 
particularly throughout the years of mis- 
guided Deaf Education where Alexander 
Graham Bell inspired a crusade to BAN 
signing in favor of the ever-so-frustrat- 
ing “lip-reading” method, in order to 
force Deaf people to “assimilate.” (If 
you ask me “Assimilate” puts the “Ass” 


into the person whose bright idea it is.) 

What’s mystifying is that, Alexander 
Graham Bell’s own wife was deaf!!! 
(Apparently, he never “heard” the term 
“Happy Wife, Happy Life” because 
Deaf people HATE being forced to lip 
read!) 

It was a shameful era in our society 
where Deaf children were literally pun- 
ished for signing. 

Peter somehow managed to “tell 
us the story” of, when he was first in 
school (before discovering “Gallaudet” 
a world-famous school for the Deaf) he 
and his friends used to go to the boy’s 
room for the “relief of being able to 
sign. 

If caught, it would be treated exact- 
ly the same as “smoking in the boy’s 
room,” some form of humiliating pun- 
ishment. 

It was not an easy-to-understand nar- 
rative for a bunch of first-time signers. 

And yet, the young girl next to me 
“listened” with rapt attention and said 
“That story made me want to cry.” 

If you take nothing else away from 
ASL, it is the privilege of understanding 
the frustration of trying to make yourself 
“understood” in a world that may not 
“get” you, for whatever difference you 
were born with. 

The bottom line to “breaking 
through” I think is courage first, humor, 
second. 

What every single student thanked 
and adored Peter for, was his sense of 
humor, and willingness to do whatever it 
took to “reach us.” 

It was Kahlil Gibran that said “If only 
the hands that reach, could touch.” 

Not everyone will leave ASL 101 
with a full command of the language. 

But we will all leave with good mem- 
ories, and the wisdom to always at least 
try to reach for the words to say “Hello, 
I’m happy to see you.” (It’s the same in 
every language.) 

For more information about the ASL 
program, contact program coordinator 
Kevin Fleese at kfleese@necc.mass.edu 
or 978-241-7049 or visit the American 
Sign Language Studies Program page 
on the NECC website. The program at 
NECC will host a program information 
session on May 14 from 4 to 5 p.m. in 
C311 in the Spurk building. 

The information session is for in- 
dividuals interested in enrolling in 
the American Sign Language Studies 
Associates degree or Sign Language 
Interpreting Certificate options. ASL 
Interpreting services will be provided. 
To reserve your seat please email deaf- 
studies@necc.mass.edu. 

Nancy Early Wright is a multimedia 
major who lives in Andover. She says 
she is focused on “breaking down walls 
around stigmas.” 
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A runner.... and an author? 


NECC student a modern-day Renaissance man | 


Oxivia MULLINS 
Correspondent 


~ John Miller from Methuen, 
Massachusetts, is a member of 
both the cross country and track 
program at Northern Essex and 
has published two children pic- 
ture books. 

The 19-year-old was diag- 
nosed with autism at the age 
of five but isn’t afraid to speak 
about it to other people. 

Because of his diagnosis, he” 
was behind both academically 
and physically. But, he and his 
parents didn’t let that get in the 
way of Miller’s success. 

Miller has won gold medals 
in the Specials Olympics in track 
and in gymnastics. 

He also has a black belt in ka- 
rate. 

Miller is currently majoring 
in Childhood Education at the 
community college and hopes to 
write more books in the future. 

Back in 2017, Miller pub- 
lished his very first book called 
‘The Adventures in Handom. He 
did both the writing and the illus- 
tration of the book himself. 


April 


Tue. 30 
May 


Miller got the inspiration of 
the kingdom Handom’s name 
and the hand-shaped characters 
due to him always making and 
drawing things with his hands. 

On March 30, 2019, he pub- 
lished the prequel of the story 
called ‘The Magical Heart of 
Handom’ in which one of the 
main characters discovers a hid- 
den mystery of Handom. 

The book signing took place 
in Mann Orchards in Methuen. 

“T never expected any of this 
to happen”, Miller stated, “It 
basically all started when I was 
little, and I used to play with my 


own hands. I created this whole: 


universe named Handom. One 
day, my mom and I were in the 
car and she asked me to tell her 
about Handom and she was im- 
pressed. She was like “John we 
have to make this into a book. 
This could be huge for us.” I re- 
fused to do it a couple times but 
I decided to do it and see what 
happens.” 

Miller’s stories highlight the 


te 


Si Gh se ft 


John R. Miller 


Handom” 


power of helping others and 
friendship. 

Rumor has it, he is thinking 
about working on a sequel to the 
story line. He also hopes that one 


John Miller’s second book, “The Magical Heartof d 


strated by 


drawing will come to life in a 
cartoon. So, stay tuned. 

Want to know more informa- 
tion about the books, or even 


Courtesy photos 


NECC Athlete and author 
John Miller. 


want to purchase one? contact 
John Miller at 00309867@stu- 
dent.necc.edu 


Knights Baseball Schedule 


at University of Connecticut at Avery Point * 


Sat.4 Quinsigamond Community College * A 


Quinsigamond Community College * 4 


Sun. 5 University of Connecticut at Avery Point * 


University of Connecticut at Avery Point * 


4:00 PM 


1:30 PM 
4:00 PM 
1:00 PM 


3:30 PM 
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NECC Baseball team turns it around 
Offensive outburst powers April turnaround 


By CAMERYN TIEULI 
Sports Editor 


The NECC Knights baseball team 
bounced back in a big way during 
the month of April. 

They entered the month having 
only gone 4-11 to start the season, 
according to information made 
available on the NECC athletic page, 
and in need of a winning streak in 
the worst kind of way. 

Well that’s exactly what they got. 
They have gone 14-3 with one game 
left to play in the month of April 
against University of Connecticut at 
Avery Point on the 30th. 

This month of scorching hot play 
has put them at 18-14 on the year, 
with a 9-4 record for conference 
play. 

The key to this turnaround seems 
to be an unstoppable offense that 
has been putting up mind boggling 
numbers. So far in the month of 
April they have averaged a shade 
over 14 runs a game. 

They only failed to get double 
digit runs 4 times, one less time than 
they managed over to score over 20 
runs. 

This offensive outburst was high- 
lighted by two players being name 
the National Junior College’ Athlet- 
ic Association player of the week. 

Sophomore Infielder Leo Rome- 
ro of Lawrence, MA won the first 


one for the week of April 1st to 7th. 
During this week he went 9 of 11 
with 3 home runs and knocking in 
13 runs, according to stats kept by 
NECC athletics, leading the Knights 
to a perfect 3-0 to start off the month. 

That was followed by Freshman 
do-everything man Spencer Brown 
of Beverly, MA putting on an all- 
around showcase for the week of 
April 15-21. 

During this week he was a force 
of nature, going 13 for 19, knocking 
in 17 runs and hitting 7 home runs. 
Of those 7 home runs, 6 came on 
one day in a doubleheader sweep 
against Massasoit Community col- 
lege, according to the NECC athlet- 
ic page. 

In addition to his work at the plate, 
he also pitched 3 innings during one 
of the games against Massasoit and 
picked up the win, to cap off a truly 
remarkable week. 

NECC will look to keep the mo- 
mentum going int the month of May. 
A 9-4 conference record has them 
right in the thick of the playoff race, 
and a stellar May will be all they 
need to extend their season. 

If the offense keeps up the pace, 
that’ll surely be an easy task for the 
team to accomplish. 


Track and Field Schedule 


at NJCAA National Championship @ Mohawk Valley Community College 


at NJCAA National Championship @ Mohawk Valley Community College 


at NJCAA National Championship @ Mohawk Valley Community College 


‘This paper is your voice, too! 
We want to see what you have to say. 


You can reach us at: 


edhe at Se 
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University of Massachusetts Boston 


More than 1,300 
transfer students chose 
UMass Boston [ast fall. 


You are just a few stops from: 
= 80+ Academic Programs 

“> Generous Transfer Credit 

“» Affordable Tuition 


